104   NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN: MAN OF PEACE

outlay so as to yield the best return for the most
reasonable expenditure. The War however had both
necessitated and excused  some  variation,   if  not
abandonment, of these elementary principles.   But
with the conclusion of war the return to them was
imperative if the economics of peace were to be laid
on a satisfactory basis.   The Coalition was never
able to return wholeheartedly to these principles,
for it was deeply infected with the virus of "bold
conceptions " and lavish expenditure. The disinclina-
tion of the Government for economy and retrench-
ment was evidenced in many spheres.   A small but
significant example was the delay in the winding up
of some of the temporary departments created to
meet  war-time requirements.    A  more  important
illustration   became   apparent   in   the   Coalition's
policy with regard to the pressing problem of housing,
which was so framed as to enjoin economy on none,
and to look upon the State resources as  an in-
exhaustible well   for the subsidizing  of schemes.
It was not long before the nation became uneasy
at the increasing symptoms of Governmental in-
difference to sound and economical administration.
The Northcliffe Press joined issue on this point,
and trained its powerful artillery upon the Coalition.
Soon "anti-waste" candidates were  appearing at
by-elections and defeating the Government nom-
inees.

All this anxiety found a natural echo in Mr.
Chamberlain's heart. The shortcomings of Govern-
ment policy on these various matters was the more
easily apparent to Mr. Chamberlain since he never
succumbed to the spell of the "dynamic force"
which exercised so irresistible an attraction over so
many Conservative Members of Parliament and such
a large proportion of the general public in the
immediate post-War years. There has in fact never